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1. Khrushchev defines reasons for Malenkov's downfall (page 3).
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2. Allison anticipates weak, irresponsible government in Japan
(page 3).
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4. Comment on declaration of state of emergency in Pakistan (page 5).
5. Comment on withdrawal of Vietnamese sects from Diem govern-
ment (page 6).
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SOVIET UNION

Khrushchev defines reasons for Malenkov's downfall:

Indonesian ambassador Subandrio, who
recently had an interview with N. S.
Khrushchev, told the British ambassar.
dor in Moscow that Khrushchev outspok-

2,
25X1A

enly criticized Malenkov's policies and direction.

Khrushchev highlighted (a) Malenkov's
maladministration of economic matters, (b) his attempt to run
the government through bureaucrats rather than through the
party, and (c) his lack of firmness in foreign policy on China.
Khrushchev allegedly stated that if China were "attacked," the
Soviet Union would honor its 1950 treaty, but did not specify ex-
actly what he meant by "attacked.”

- Ambassador Bohlen comments that
Khrushchev's reference to a lack of firmness on China may re-
late to Malenkov's general foreign policy and in particular to hig
statement concerning the ""destruction of civilization' in a future:
war which has been the subject of special criticism recently in’
the Soviet press.

Khrushchev's unprecedented expression
of criticism to a foreigner, together with the recent publication
of Tito's personal attack on Molotov, in Bohlen's view, would ap-
pear to indicate that the present leadership is operating on a dif-
ferent basis than in the past and with considerably less precision.
Bohlen believes this is in part due to the nature of group rule,
which, despite the fall of Malenkov, still appears to characterize
the Soviet dictatorship.

FAR EAST

Allison anticipates weak, irresponsible government in Japan:

Recent political developments in Japan
lead Ambassador Allison to believe that
a responsible and capable conservative
government in Japan is still a long way

off. He thinks that within the two conservative parties--the Lib-

erals and Democrats--there will be a continuing struggle for

positions and power, to the advantage of the Socialists.
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- He notes that the Yoshida-Ogata Liberal
Party has apparently decided to cause maximum trouble and em-
barrassment to the Hatoyama government, partly out of simple

" revenge, and partly because it believes this strategy is best for

the party.

Although the Liberals probably will not
carry their opposition so far as to join with the Socialists in a
no-confidence motion against the government as a whole, they
may do so with respect to individual cabinet members. They are
expected to focus on the government's foreign policy mistakes,
especially on Japan's negotiations with the Orbit, and on the 'dete-
rioration' in relations with the United States.

Comment: Since Hatoyama is quick
to keep on the same side of issues as public opinion, it will be
difficult for the Liberals to capitalize on their position of hold-
ing the balance of power between the Socialists and the govern-
ment,
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LATE ITEMS

Comment on declaration of state of emergency in Pakistan:

Governor General Ghulam Mohammad's
declaration on 27 March of a state of
emergency in Pakistan and his assump-
tion of ""supreme powers' were probably
inspired by his decision to speed up pas-
sage of a national constitution and not by
fear that his government was in immi-
nent danger of being overthrown.

Despite the Pakistani ruling group's de-
sire to establish constitutional government as soon as possible, a
recent effort by Prime Minister Mohammad Ali and Interior Min-
ister Mirza to end governor's rule and restore responsible parlia-
mentary government in East Pakistan failed because of political
factionalism and instability there. In addition the province of Sind
in West Pakistan is also in the midst of a political crisis caused
by opposition to land reform measures and to provincial reorgani-
zation plans. -
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R Consequently, Ghulam Mohammad has

" probably decided not to wait until all provincial legislatures are

ready to elect responsible delegates to a national constituentas-
sembly. Instead, the governor general is probably going to
nominate the delegates himself, as Mirza is reported to have sug-
gested,and to call a constitutional convention within the next month.

By this means, Ghulam Mohammad can
presumably assure the selection of men loyal to him who will
nevertheless command the greatest possible popular respect.

5. Comment on withdrawal of Vietnamese sects from Diem govern-

ment:

The withdrawal of the Cao Dai and Hoa
Hao representatives from the Vietnamese
government indicates that Premier Diem
has gained the upper hand, at least in the
political phase, in his struggle with the
sects. The possibility remains, however,
that the sects will resort to guerrilla war-
fare against the government,

Previously the sects had failed to make
good their threats to 'take action' against
Diem unless he agreed to form a cabinet

approved by them, although the ultimatum deadline expired on

25 March. Moreover, "popular" demonstrations against the gov-
ernment scheduled for the week end did not materialize and sect
troops were reported withdrawing from the environs of Saigon.

Meanwhile, Diem is moving boldly to re-
tain the initiative. He has publicly castigated the sects for 'pro-
voking disunion fatal to the higher interests of Vietnam' and has
indicated an intention to form a government "comprised of men
determined to serve only the interests of the state and of the peo-
ple--outside of partisan spirit.' Diem has also launched a cam-
paign to recapture control of the Saigon-Cholon police from the
.Binh Xuyen.
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Although some disorders are likely to
occur, Saigon has remained calm and the only preparations for
an emergency have been small-scale movements of national army
troops and activity by a few French motor patrols. Although of-
ficials of the American embassy in Paris have suggested that
French intervention in local hostilities should not be taken for
granted, General Jacquot, acting commander in chief of French
Union forces, said on 26 March he would back up the Vietnamese
army in the event of disturbances.
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